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If you change the way you look at 
things, the things you look at 
change. – Wayne Dyer

Close Up

An artist’s 
focus is often 
inspired by 
what is 
happening 
around them.

For hundreds of years, 
religion was the main subject in art.  
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In the late 
1400’s it 
became 
popular for 
wealthy 
people to hire 
artists to paint 
their portraits. 

Jan Van Eyck, Arnolfini Portrait, 1434. Diego Velázquez, Las Meninas, 1656.
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Many artists 
also began 
painting 
landscapes 
where humans 
appeared very 
small in their 
environment.

Caspar David Friedrich, Abby Graveyard Under Snow, 1819.Johannes Vermeer,View of Delft, painted ca. 1660–1661. 
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In the 1800’s, 
artists 
experimented with 
light and soft brush 
strokes.

Artists also started 
to capture stories 
by painting
everyday activities.

Georges Seurat, Bathers at Anieres, 1883‐84
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Christophe Drochon, Heart’s Mountain, 2013

Changing Perspective 
so the Viewer Fills in 
the Blanks

What do you think is looking at the 
jaguar? 

Is it looking at the jaguar from high 
above, like in a tree? Or from the 
safety of a bush on the ground?
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In the 1900’s 
photography 
was an area of 
artistic 
exploration.

Ansel Adams, Clearing Winter Storm, Yosemite National Park, CA, 1944

Alfred Stieglitz, 
The Steerage, 
Photograph, 1907

Harris and Ewing,1905‐1945
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Scientists 
studying outer 
space use 
telescopes to 
see things too 
far away…like 
Jupiter.

365 million miles 
away from Earth
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On ships, they 
used telescopes 
to spot things 
far away and 
make them 
appear bigger to 
see more detail.
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Scientists use a 
microscope to 
see elements 
so small we 
wouldn’t be 
able to see 
them with our 
plain sight.

Like pollen
on a flower
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Many artists like to focus on painting close ups 
of things like animals, flowers, or fruit. This 
approach makes the artwork more abstract. 
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Georgia 
O’Keeffe loved 
to paint small 
sections of 
flowers. Many 
people didn’t 
know what 
they were 
looking at 
because things 
became very 
abstract.
The Black Iris, 1929
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When artists 
decide to paint 
something up 
close, they are 
placing 
importance on 
something we 
might not notice 
if we were 
looking at the 
whole image.

Cedric Moulin, Horse Eye, 2009
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What do 
you think 
this is?

Veronica Minozza

Close up of Strawberry, 2012
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What do 
you think 
this is a 
close-up 
image of?

Kitty Harvill, Close up of Owl Butterfly Wing, 2013
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Art Fundamentals:
• Discovering abstract 

shapes from a 
different perspective

• Comparing close up
versus far away and 
the details that 
appear

• Layering objects

Art Supplies:
• 5.5” X 8.5” Cardstock

• Pencil and Eraser

• Colored Pencils

• Crayons

TODAY’S PROJECT 
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Put your name 
on your paper
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Starting Point for Second through Fifth Grade.
Draw the leaf and some of the veins on it. 
Avoid adding veins inside the magnifying glass.

For Kindergarten through 
First grade, jump to slide 22.

LADYBUG UP CLOSE
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1.

2.

3.

4.

Draw 
the big
ladybug 
in the 
magnifying 
glass.
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Finish up 
by adding 
the 
ladybug 
spots.
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STARTING POINT FOR KINDERGARTEN – FIRST GRADE
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1.

2.

3.

4.

Drawing 
three
Leaves.
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Drawing 
the small
ladybug

1.

2.

3.

4.

23

Add
spots.

Now
you’re
ready
to
color!
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Use your 
colored 
pencils 
to 
outline 
and 
color in 
tight 
spaces.
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Use your 
crayons 
to color 
in larger 
spaces.
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THANK 
YOU!

RACHEL ALLEN DILLON
www.RachelDillon.com
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