Today We’re
Going To:

MAR i Recognize why it was hard for

Mary Cassatt to become an artist.

( QL l I
ASSA Describe how travel molded Mary

as an artist.

1844-1926

Identify why impressionism was
important to Mary’s artistic
process and style.

List three ways Mary is
remembered today

Traveling With Her Family

1 grew up in Pennsylvania

in a big house. During the 1850s, Mary’s parents took her and

her siblings to live in Europe for several years.

My parents thought I should - ¢ ghte . Her parents viewed travel as integral to
grow up to be a proper mom 1 oke G education; she spent five years in Europe and
and wife so that’s what my o 5 1 s visited many of the capitals, including London,
teachers taught me. { s ’ Paris, and Berlin.

)L While abroad she learned German and French
g ed hef to be a proper and had her first [essons in drawing and music.
h nd included such.classeés'as .

. -

g oidery, music, sketching

Jut. Mary had'6ther ideas on what type of
woan she wantéd’to be.

Women and Art “I think that if you
shake the tree, you
Though women of her day were

discouraged from pursuing a career, ought to be a.round
Mary Cassatt enrolled in Philadelphia's when the fruit falls
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts ",'.‘t o pi ok it up.”

atzeslley |;' o - Mary Cassatt
The male teachers and her fellow male
students acted like they were better
than her and made it clear that because
she was female she shouldn’t be there.

HINT: The flag is red HINT: They are HINT: The Mona Lisa HINT: The Eiffel
white and blue famous for their hangs in a large art Tower resides in
yummy croissants museum in this country this country

Despite her family's strong objections
(her father declared he would rather

see his daughter dead than living abroad
as a "bohemian"), at the age of 22, Mary

.
HINT: When people say
Cassatt left for Paris. gdﬂ?dm 0/ hello, they say, “Bonjour!”




Early Salon Wor

In 1868 one of her paintings,
A Mandoline Player, was
accepted for the first time by
the selection jury for the
Paris Salon — this was a super
big deal.

Mary worked in the
traditional manner,
submitting works to the
Salon for over ten years. She
started getting bored and
wanted to paint differently,
so she joined the
Impressionists.

THE IMPRESSIONISTS:

* Preferred painting outside instead of
in a studio

* Used vibrant color in separate
strokes with little pre-mixing, which
allows the eye to merge the results
in an "impressionistic" manner.

* The impressionists didn’t write
down what their groups purpose
was so they all had their own style.

* People didn’t like the Impressionists
work for several years.

Portrait of Alexander J. Cassatt and
His Son Robert Kelso Cassatt
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Two Women Throwing
received in the

Moving Back to the US

In1870-as the Franco-Prussian
‘War was starting, Mary moved

back to the United States. Aol et @it iy @l

wouldn’t help me further my
Despite her dad, Mary placed art career. He did everything
two of her paintings in a New he could to keep me from
York gallery and found many painting.
admirers but no purchasers.
She was also bummed at the
lack of paintings to study.

Mary considered giving up
art and find a different job.

The Impressionist Group

One of Mary'’s closest friends was
Edgar Degas. He inspired her to join
the impressionist group.

Mary wasn’t allowed to hang out in
cafes with the impressionists
without attracting unfavorable
attention. So, she met with them
privately and at exhibitions.

She hoped she could make a living
selling paintings to the sophisticated
Parisians who preferred art that
was outside the normal.

Edgar Degas, Mary Cassatt Seated,
Holding Cards, c. 1880-84, oil on canvas

I never got married or had
kids, but I spent a lot of time
painting my brothers and
sisters and their kids.




Mary’s Niche , N .- How did Mary’s
‘While many of her fellow Impressionists were focused on 2

landscapes and street scenes, i : g painting Style fit the
Mary Cassatt became famous for her portraits. She was i " 4 ] - e impreSSion iStS?

especially drawn to mothers with their children.

Visible brush strokes

A soft impression of an image as if
they are capturing a moment

happening as they painted

Show how light changes how
something looks (often accentuating
the effects of the passage of time)
People doing ordinary themes

# i - & s | ! N Appearance of movement in
Maternal Kiss, 1896 Breakfast in Bed, 1897 ’ The Child's Bath, 1893 i | "5 \ the images

End of Life

Some Cassatt biographies
suggest that Mary's last years
were unhappy ones.The loss of
her ability to paint was said to
the arts, France awarded her { 1 > ' have caused her great pain.

the LEGION D'HONNEUR in 1904.

Although instrumental in advising

Honored in France

In recognition of her contributions to

Biographers, who actually met
Cassatt, seem to indicate that
American collectors, recognition of ‘ il g / wasn't true.They do mention
¢ / she had a sense of loneliness
| § / about her; perhaps through

United States. . ! out-living her friends and family,

4 but she retained a keen interest
in art and life up until her
death.

her art came more slowly in the

Young Woman in Green :
Outdoors in'the Sun, c. 1914
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Our Project’s Beach Scene

Inspiration

Art Supplies: Art Fundamentals:
Mary loved working in oil pastels. Edgar « 55" x8.5" Cardstock + Foreground
Degas was a mentor and taught her how Oil Pastels (emphasis + Middle ground
to work with oil pastels to their fullest oalinoliclpastalicy * Background
) WEREITE) « Blending Colors
potential. Pencil and Eraser L
+ Impressionism

« Scrap Piece of Paper

Seascape and Coloring




Put your name
on your paper

Drawing Steps

1— 1
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Drawing Steps

4]

20

1.

Oil Pastel tips

Oil pastels are blendable, so
use your fingers to smear
colors and use the white pastel
to lighten a color.

2.

The sky goes from dark blue to
light blue.

And the sea goes from dark
blue and gets lighter blue as it
gets closer to the shore.

SHORE
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Pick your own
umbrella colors
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Horizon Line where
the sky stops

.—— Shoreline

Start with the
top of the sky,
dark to light to
stop the side of
your hand from
smearing color

The Ocean

The Sand
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https: i
page.html?searchterm=cassatt




