
Accessible e-learning is content designed for all learners—including those with 
auditory, visual, mobility, learning, or other disabilities. According to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, in 2022, over 7.5 million Americans (age 16 and over) 
in the workforce identified as having a disability.  

The ADA is a U.S. civil-rights law covering public and private entities and 
prohibiting disability discrimination; it doesn’t define technical standards but 
often relies on the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) for guidance. 

Section 508 is a federal law explicitly requiring government agencies and 
contractors to adhere to WCAG 2.0 Level AA.

Articles about ADA, Section 508, WCAG
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508 Compliance for eLearning

WCAG 2.0 Unofficial Checklist - WebAim

Introduction to the Americans with Disabilities Act | ADA.gov

ATD Article – Section 508 & WCAG for eLearning

https://community.articulate.com/blog/articles/what-is-508-compliance-for-e-learning-and-how-can-you-achieve-it/1143372
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist
https://webaim.org/standards/wcag/checklist
https://www.ada.gov/topics/intro-to-ada/
https://www.td.org/content/atd-blog/accessibility-for-e-learning-section-508-and-wcag
https://www.td.org/content/atd-blog/accessibility-for-e-learning-section-508-and-wcag
https://www.td.org/content/atd-blog/accessibility-for-e-learning-section-508-and-wcag
https://www.td.org/content/atd-blog/accessibility-for-e-learning-section-508-and-wcag
https://www.td.org/content/atd-blog/accessibility-for-e-learning-section-508-and-wcag
https://www.td.org/content/atd-blog/accessibility-for-e-learning-section-508-and-wcag
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Contrast Checkers

The Color Palette Studio

WebAim Contrast Checker

Accessible Web Contrast Checker

Making Charts Accessible - Harvard

SkyNet Technologies - Simulate Color Blindness

Adobe Captivate – Accessibility Guide

Guidelines for Apps with Accessibility Checkers

Storyline 360: Quick Start Guide for eLearning Developers

Free Screen-reader to test your eLearning

Microsoft’s Guide to Making Accessible PowerPoints

Incredible List of Accessibility Resources - WebAim

Adobe Acrobat PDF Accessibility Guide

Storyline 360: Accessibility Checker

Articulate Rise Accessibility Report 2025

6 Best Practices for Designing Accessible e-Learning

https://thecolorpalettestudio.com/pages/free-color-contrast-checker
https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/
https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/
https://accessibleweb.com/color-contrast-checker/
https://accessibility.huit.harvard.edu/data-viz-charts-graphs
https://accessibility.huit.harvard.edu/data-viz-charts-graphs
https://accessibility.huit.harvard.edu/data-viz-charts-graphs
https://www.skynettechnologies.com/color-blindness-simulator#:~:text=While%20Color%20Blindness%20Simulator%20provides,design%20and%20accessibility%20testing%20purposes
https://www.skynettechnologies.com/color-blindness-simulator#:~:text=While%20Color%20Blindness%20Simulator%20provides,design%20and%20accessibility%20testing%20purposes
https://www.skynettechnologies.com/color-blindness-simulator#:~:text=While%20Color%20Blindness%20Simulator%20provides,design%20and%20accessibility%20testing%20purposes
https://www.skynettechnologies.com/color-blindness-simulator#:~:text=While%20Color%20Blindness%20Simulator%20provides,design%20and%20accessibility%20testing%20purposes
https://helpx.adobe.com/captivate/classic/creating-accessible-projects.html
https://helpx.adobe.com/captivate/classic/creating-accessible-projects.html
https://helpx.adobe.com/captivate/classic/creating-accessible-projects.html
https://community.articulate.com/blog/articles/understanding-wcag-a-quickstart-guide-for-e-learning-developers/1097235
https://www.nvaccess.org/download/
https://www.nvaccess.org/download/
https://www.nvaccess.org/download/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/office/make-your-powerpoint-presentations-accessible-to-people-with-disabilities-6f7772b2-2f33-4bd2-8ca7-dae3b2b3ef25
https://webaim.org/resources/
https://webaim.org/resources/
https://webaim.org/resources/
https://experienceleague.adobe.com/en/docs/document-cloud-learn/acrobat-learning/advanced-tasks/accessibility
https://community.articulate.com/kb/user-guides/storyline-360-improving-experiences-with-the-accessibility-checker/1227811
https://www.articulate.com/about/accessibility/rise-360-accessibility-conformance-report-vpat/
https://community.articulate.com/e-books/6-best-practices-for-designing-accessible-e-learning
https://community.articulate.com/e-books/6-best-practices-for-designing-accessible-e-learning
https://community.articulate.com/e-books/6-best-practices-for-designing-accessible-e-learning


• PresentationZen Design 3, Garr Reynolds

• White Space is Not Your Enemy, Rebecca Hagen and Kim Golombisky

• 100 Things Every Designer Needs to Know About People,

Susan M. Weinschenk, Ph.D.

• Design for How People Learn, Julie Dirksen

• Visual Design Solutions, Connie Malamed

• E-Learning and the Science of Instruction,

Ruth Colvin Clark and Richard E. Mayer

• Design for All Learners, Sarah Mercier, Editor

• Pixabay.com

• Unsplash.com

• Freepik.com

• Bensound.com

• Videvo.net

• FontSquirrel.com

• Videezy.com

Free resource artists 
deserve credit when they 
ask for it. Try to incorporate 
the source information 
visibly on a page.

Recommended books

Free graphic and multimedia resources

Graphic Design Basics Video Series
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http://www.pixabay.com/
http://www.pixabay.com/
http://www.unsplash.com/
http://www.unsplash.com/
http://www.freepik.com/
http://www.freepik.com/
http://www.bensound.com/
http://www.bensound.com/
http://www.videvo.net/
http://www.videvo.net/
http://www.fontsquirrel.com/
http://www.fontsquirrel.com/
http://www.videezy.com/
http://www.videezy.com/
https://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/beginning-graphic-design/fundamentals-of-design/1/
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