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Steve Jenkins & Eric Carle

Steve JenkinsEric Carle

Do you recognize this artwork?
It’s from two different artists.

Steve JenkinsEric Carle

Steve Jenkins 
& Eric Carle 
had a lot in 
common but never 
worked together.

• Both were authors and illustrators of children’s books
• Went to New York City for Graphic Design careers
• Worked with another person on their first children’s book
• They both loved and respected animals
• Their illustrations are paper collages

History of Collage 
in Fine Art

Famous artists like Pablo Picasso 
and George Braque used the 
technique of collage during the 
cubist movement in the early 1900’s. 

Collage was controversial. Many viewers 
didn’t like the use of fabrics, newsprint, and 
papers in a piece of art. But for artists, 
collage was a big boost to the modern art 
movement.

Thirty years later, Henri Matisse created 
collage pieces during the Fauvist movement.

George Braque, Violin and Pipe, 1913

Pablo Picasso, Still Life with Chair Caning, 1912

Henri Matisse, Beasts of the Sea, 1950

Collage artists have 
been accepted as a part 
of the art world for over 
one hundred years. 

The technique has 
expanded beyond fine 
art to include 
illustrative storytelling.

Agnali, 2016

Steve Jenkins
1952-2021

Steve Jenkins was born in North 
Carolina. He moved around a lot 
for his dad’s job, so he had a hard 
time making friends. 

His father was a scientist and 
created an environment that 
encouraged curiosity. Jenkins 
was surrounded by science 
books as a kid. 

His first book was 
Duck’s Breath and 
Mouse Pie, 1994.

When Jenkins had kids of his 
own, he read to them and fell 
in love with children’s books.
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Curiosity
Despite an early interest in science, Jenkins was not 
a scientist. He felt that not being a scientist made it 
easier to simplify complex ideas in a way that kids 
could understand. Jenkins remained curious and 
excited about learning unique facts about animals 
and sharing them with kids through his books.

Jenkins was drawn to subjects that 
were suitable for being illustrated 
with paper. 

He said that “part of the reason I 
did a book about beetles is 
because they lend themselves so 
well to the medium–they have hard 
edges and interesting patterns.” 

What Do You 
Do With A Tail 
Like This? Won 
a Caldecott 
Honor in 2004. 

This is a huge 
accomplishment for 
a children’s book 
illustrator.

What do you think was Jenkins 
favorite wild animal?

PlatypusPorcupine Tiger

Jenkins wrote about sixty books. 
Twenty-four of them were written with 
his wife and co-author Robin Page. 

He’s also illustrated about 
twenty-five books written by 
other authors.

Career

Eric Carle
1929-2021

Eric Carle was born in Syracuse, NY. When 
he was six his family moved to Germany. It 
didn’t take long for him to forget English and 
only speak German. He learned English 
again in high school.

In 1952, he moved back to the United States 
to become a graphic designer.

Carle’s first book was Brown Bear, 
Brown Bear, What do you See? His 
friend, Bill Martin wrote the book, 
and Carle did all the images. 

“It was possible, 
after all, to do 
something special 
that would show a 
child the joy to be 
found in books. This 
opportunity 
changed my life.” 

– Eric Carle
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“My work is my 
hobby. And my 
hobby is my work.”

- Eric Carle

The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar, has sold 
over 41 million copies.

Eric Carle illustrated 
more than 70 books.

How do you think 
Carle made his 
collages look the 
way they do?

Technique
eric-carle.com

Carle began with plain tissue 
paper and covered it with 
acrylic paint. 

Sometimes he used brushes 
to paint and sometimes he 
used his fingers. 

To create different textures, 
he painted on a piece of 
carpet, or sponge, or burlap 
and then used it like a stamp 
on the tissue papers.

Before we start our project, take 
some time to look at a few 
caterpillar patterns.

Put your name on 
your paper

Our Project

Art Fundamentals:

• Collage
• Layering
• Fine motor skills
• Shapes
• Patterns

Art Supplies:

• 5.5” x 8.5” White cardstock
• 5.5” x 8.5” Light green cardstock
• 5.5” x 8.5” Yellow cardstock
• 4.25” x 5.5” Red cardstock (Grades 3-5)
• Pencil & eraser
• Glue stick
• Scissors
• Black, red, orange, green, purple markers
• Scrap paper to place beneath artwork

13 14

15 16

17 18



Y2 - Jenkins & Carle

4

The leaves
Using a pencil, draw leaves of 
different sizes on the light 
green cardstock .
You can add bites out of the 
leaves for fun.

Grades 3-5Grades 3-5

1

Trace over the pencil lines 
with black marker.

2

Cut out the leaves and 
set aside.

3

Don’t 
glue yet.

Green Cardstock

The caterpillar body
Using a pencil, draw ovals on 
the yellow cardstock.

Grades 3-5Grades 3-5

1

Two ovals are about the 
same size. 
The next three ovals will 
be slightly larger than the 
first two.
Draw a small circle which will 
be the end of the caterpillar.

2

Trace over the pencil 
lines with black marker.

3

These three ovals are about the 
same size and will be the main body.

These two ovals are 
about the same size and 
will be smaller than the 

main body ovals.

Yellow Cardstock

The caterpillar body - patterns
Use a pencil to draw a 
simple pattern that you will 
repeat on all the ovals with 
some differences.

Grades 3-5Grades 3-5

1

Fill in the pattern 
using markers.

2

Cut out the parts of the 
caterpillar and set aside.

3

Yellow Cardstock

The caterpillar head
On the small piece of red cardstock, 
draw a circle which will be the head of 
the caterpillar.

Grades 3-5Grades 3-5

1

To get the correct size, measure it 
against the smaller body oval.

2

Cut out the red circle and set it aside.3

YAY! 
You have all 
the pieces.

Red Cardstock

Putting the pieces together – order matters
Figure out where you 
want to put things first. 
Move them around until it 
feels right.

Grades 3-5Grades 3-5

1

Slide the caterpillar off the 
page, (try to keep the pieces 
how you want them).

2

Putting the pieces together – order matters
Grades 3-5Grades 3-5

Glue down the leaves.3

Glue down the head of the 
caterpillar.

4

Glue down the body. Start 
with the small oval, then 
three large ovals, then small 
oval and the circle at the end. 
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Add details with black marker
Add two eyes and a small 
smile on the head.

Grades 3-5Grades 3-5

1

Add antenna to the head 
that expand onto the 
white paper.

2

Draw little lines as bristles on 
the back of the caterpillar.

3

Draw little triangles for the 
legs of the caterpillar.4

All done! 
Great job.

The leaves
Cut out the leaves.

Grades K-2Grades K-2

1

Set them aside.2

Don’t 
glue yet.

ALREADY PRINTED

The caterpillar body
Color in the pattern of circles 
with markers.1

Don’t color in the circle that 
doesn’t have a pattern on it. 
That is the head and we’ll be 
adding a face to it. 

2

Cut out the shapes.3

Grades K-2Grades K-2

Don’t color in, 
this is the head.

ALREADY PRINTED

Putting the pieces together – order matters
Figure out where you want to 
put things first. Move them 
around until it feels right. See 
where each size falls. The 
biggest oval is in the third spot.

1

Slide the caterpillar off the 
page, (try to keep the pieces 
how you want them).

2

Grades K-2Grades K-2

Putting the pieces together – order matters
Glue down the leaves.3

Glue down the head of the 
caterpillar.

4

Glue down the body.5

Grades K-2Grades K-2

Add details with black marker
Add two eyes and a small 
smile on the head.1

Add antenna to the head 
that expand onto the 
white paper.

2

Draw little lines as bristles on 
the back of the caterpillar.

3

Draw little triangles for the
legs of the caterpillar.4

All done! 
Great job.

Grades K-2Grades K-2
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Stay Curious!
Rachel Allen Dillon

www.RachelDillon.com

I  H O P E  Y O U  E N J O Y E D  T H I S  L E S S O N
http://www.btsb.com/2014/07/11/steve-jenkins-about-the-author/

http://www.ericcarleblog.blogspot.com

http://www.artspace.com/magazine/art_101/art_market/art_101_collage-5622

http://eric-carle.com

http://www.stevejenkinsbooks.com/

https://blog.artsper.com/en/a-closer-look/cut-outs-according-to-matisse/

https://carlemuseum.org/about/news-press/celebrating-collage-exhibition-kicks-20th-anniversary

Resources
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