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Bev Doolittle
A MASTER OF CAMOUFLAGE

1947, California

Bev Doolittle

• Graduated with a degree in 
Graphic Design in 1968 from 
the Art Center College of 
Design in Los Angeles.

• Doolittle spent 5 years 
as an Art Director at an 
advertising agency in 
Los Angeles, CA. 

• She and her husband 
decided to leave the 
graphic design world to 
be traveling artists.

Season of the Eagle, 1987

• Doolittle wanted to focus her 
creativity on doing art that she 
loved which was drawing and 
painting horses .

• After traveling all over the 
United States and Canada they 
decided to settle in Utah.

Commercial 
to Fine Art

Doolittle mostly paints in watercolor and acrylics 
using her skills to tell visual stories.

Unknown Presence, 1981

What story is this 
painting telling? How is 
the man feeling? How 
about the horse?

One project she 
worked on included 
horses in a forest. She 
didn’t like how the 
background looked so 
she painted rocks 
behind the horses and 
got really excited. 

She loved how the 
rocks were able to 
camouflage the horse 
and played with 
that concept.

Inspired by Nature

Hide and Seek, 1990

People enjoyed the experience of discovery 
when viewing her work, and she expanded 
the idea further and further.

Her work is described as witty, imaginative, 
poetic, reflecting a harmony between 
humans and nature.

Sacred Ground, 1989 

What do you see in 
the birch trees?
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Doolittle respects Native American history and paid tribute to it in her work. The reflection of the rocks 
show the memory of the buffalo as the man calls to them, grateful for the connection to nature. 

Bridging Nature & History Calling the Buffalo, 1987

Doubled Back, 1988

Recognizing the 
Magic in Nature
Bev Doolittle is a master of 
guiding the viewer’s eye. 

Where is
the bear?

• Combining her newfound 
inspiration of camouflage 
in nature with her 
interest in the American 
Southwest she created 
visual puzzles. Because of 
this, She is one of the 
most collected artists in 
the United States.

• Details of her art can 
be seen in more than 
one way. 

• How many faces do you 
see in this picture?

The Forest Has Eyes
1984

“I love nature. I try to look beyond the 
obvious and create unique, 
meaningful paintings depicting our 
Western wilderness and its 
inhabitants…I want people to think 
when they look at my paintings.”

- Bev Doolittle

Two Indian Horses, 1985

Camouflage in Nature
Camouflage keeps an animal hidden either 
from its predator or prey, either way it’s a 
tool nature uses for survival.

Camouflage in Nature
Is this a snake? 
Camouflage can trick predators. 

All in the line of survival…

Or a caterpillar?
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Is it hard to spot 
the butterfly?

Put your name on 
your paper

Art Fundamentals:
• Recognizing patterns in nature.

• Perceive and describe repetition and balance in nature, 
and in art.

• Identify elements of art in nature, emphasizing line, color, 
shape/form, texture, and space.

Art Supplies:
• 5.5” x 8.5” White cardstock

• Crayons

• Pencil & eraser

• Fine black sharpie or black marker

• K-2 will receive the drawing to color in

Hiding the Butterfly

Click here to go to 
the K-2 step 8

Start with a 
circle for the 
head of the 
butterfly.

Drawing instructions for Grades 3-5
Hiding the Butterfly

Draw the body of the 
butterfly. Note that 

any patterns you 
choose in the 

butterfly will be 
repeated outside of 

the butterfly.

1
2

Add the wings and have 
them bleed off the edge of 
the paper. Add the antennae. 

Double the lines 
around the around 

the wings. Then add 
other lines that start 
to hide the butterfly.

4

3
Add shapes of different 
sizes inside the wings. 

The patterns you’ve drawn 
in the butterfly wings and 
body, should be repeated 

around the butterfly in 
the background.
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Outline the pencil lines 
with your black marker.

Color the butterfly. Repeat 
the same colors in the 

patterns in the butterfly as 
well as the patterns 

outside the butterfly. 
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Stay Curious!
Rachel Allen Dillon

www.RachelDillon.com

I  H O P E  Y O U  E N J O Y E D  T H I S  L E S S O N
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