
Y2-Aboriginal-Dot-Painting

1

Australian Aboriginal 
Acrylic Dot Painting

Australian
Aboriginal Art

Dreamtime 
Ground 
Ceremonies 

What kinds of 
materials do you think 
were used to create 
ground ceremonies?

Dreamtime 
Ground Ceremonies 

Passing 
on Traditions
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Papunya Art Movement
The first Aboriginal Dot Paintings were created in 1971. Aboriginal Symbols

What 
symbols 
do you 
see that 
tell a 
story?

Papunya Art 
Movement

Respecting 
Tradition
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Keeping History Alive

Renewal

Respect

Snake & Circles

Art Fundamentals:
• Color contrast
• Color mixing
• Celebrating diversity in the visual arts.
• Identify and discuss how art is used 

in events and celebrations in 
various cultures.

Art Supplies:
• 5.5” x 8.5” Red cardstock
• 5.5” x 8.5” Yellow cardstock
• Acrylic paint: Red, yellow, blue, brown, white 
• Paintbrush  & cotton swabs
• Palette
• Paper towel
• Scissors & glue stick
• Scrap paper for underneath

Put your name on 
your paper

On the yellow paper draw a wavy line.

1 Draw the snake

Red, yellow, blue, brown, white

Make one side wide for the head and 
narrow as you get towards the tail.
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Cut the snake out and 
paste it on the red paper

2 Contrast

Add dots on the snake3

Add dots around the snake

Mix lighter 
colors
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5 Add shapes 
and patterns 
using dots

Example of a finished piece with dots 
made by both cotton swabs and the 
backend of the paintbrush.

Example of a finished piece 
only dotting with the backend 

of the paintbrush.

Resources
•
•

Stay Curious!
Rachel Allen Dillon

www.RachelDillon.com

I  H O P E  Y O U  E N J O Y E D  T H I S  L E S S O N
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