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Australian Aboriginal

Acrylic Dot Painting

Dreamtime
Ground
Ceremonies

Their ceremonial designs
were created to tell stories
and teach survival skills.

To create the design, they
cleared a piece of land, and
“painted” a story on sand.

Dreamtime
Ground Ceremonies

The Dreamtime stories Aboriginal
people tell are up to and possibly even
exceeding 50,000 years and have been
handed down through the generations
virtually unchanged.

Australian
Aboriginal Art

The Aboriginal people of
central Australia and
western deserts were
known for their desert
sand art.

Passing
on Traditions

What kinds of
materials do you think
were used to create
ground ceremonies?

They used small rocks, flowers,
feathers and seeds.

Young clan members watched and learned
their ancestor’s stories from the sand
paintings. Paintings on the sand didn’t last
long so, the children had to learn quickly.
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Papunya Art Movement
The first Aboriginal Dot Paintings were created in 1971.

A teacher named Geoffrey Barton
encouraged Papunya people in
central Australia to transfer their
ceremonial sand designs to
paintings on canvas using dots.

Aboriginal Symbols

The different shapes in Aboriginal dot
paintings have meaning, as you see to the
right. When the elders' paint pictures, they
sing a Dreamtime song.
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Papunya Art
Movement

Paintings can be used
for teaching, as a visual
story. There are strict
guidelines on what
stories get told and
who can tell them.

There are aspects of a
story or ceremony that
no oneoutside the tribe
are allowed to see.

Where ancient and
important stories are
concerned, and especially
those containing secret or
sacred information, an
artist must have permission
to paint the story.

Look at how large this
painting is. How long
do you think it took
the artist to create?
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Respecting
Tradition

Traditional Aboriginal
artists cannot paint a story
that does not belong to
them through family
lineage.

hitp://www kimgrace.net/
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Renewal

As the older artists teach the young,
many of the young Indigenous
people have grown to appreciate
and want to know more about their
ancient culture. Art has played a big
partin saving their Dreamtime
stories from being forgotten.

. . . Clarise Tunkin | Minyma Marlilu Tjukurrpa
Keeping History Alive
Many years ago, Aboriginal’s land was taken away from them, and their cultureand

history ignored. The Aboriginal Art movement has given the Aboriginal people a voice and
people are finally listening to how incredible their stories are.

Melanie Hava | Sea Turtlein Silver | 2016
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. Art Supplies:
snake & CerIes 5.5"':(')8.5" Red cardstock

55" x85" Yellow cardstock
Acrylic paint: Red, yellow, blue, brown, white

Respect

On the other side of the
coin, many westerners
love the beauty and
spirituality of Aboriginal
art - their financial
support, interestand
respect for the Aboriginal
people has shifted,
building stronger bridges
of understanding.

Paintbrush & cotton swabs
Palette

Paper towel

Scissors & glue stick

Scrap paper for undemeath

Art Fundamentals:

Color contrast

Color mixing

Celebrating diversity in the visual arts.

Identify and discuss how art s used
in events and celebrations in
various cultures.

Geoffrey "Pirup” Woods
The Creator Serpent

16

@ Draw the snake

Make one side wide for the head and

On the yellow paper draw 2 wavy line. narrow as you get towards the tail.

Put your name on i  ‘ P

your paper

Have the following colors on your palette:
Red, yellow, blue, brown, white
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Cut the snake out and Contrast

paste it on the red paper

s

You'll be painting dots on
different colored backgrounds.

If you want the dot paint color to
be bright, it needs to be different
from the background color,
that's called, contrast.

Watch how the same colors
change how they look because
of the background color.

Art by FreePik
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o Add dots on the snake

Dot paint the snake with pure non-mixed colors.
That way you can see how the colors look different
when placed on the yellow paper and red paper.

Dot Painting

Showing how to
use the tools

RachelDillon.com
Let’s watch a video

showing the best way to
dot paint based on the to

Add dots around the snake

This is good practice making a simple pattern o Y

around the shape of the snake. Mix llg hter
colors

You have two
backgrounds to

paint dots on,
yellow and red.

Watch how | mix
two lighter blue
colors, and a HOW TO

lighter yellow. 06,
"

/|
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o Add shapes
and patterns

using dots

Mix lighter
colors

You have two
backgrounds to
paint dots on,
yellow and red.

Watch how | mix
two lighter blue
colors,anda

lighter yellow.

Example of a finished piece
only dotting with the backend
of the paintbrush.

6 Add shapes
and patterns

using dots

°-.--.-~""" oo
%o
e s

Example of a finished piece with dots
made by both cotton swabs and the
backend of the paintbrush.
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o\
Just Art

Docent Program

| HOPE YOU ENJOYED THIS LESSON

Stay Curious!

esources

+ Maliyaa Artists
+ Gallery Gondwana

Rachel Allen Dillon
www.RachelDillon.com
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