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Monet
(1840-1926)

Oscar Claude

Year 2 - Claude Monet

Monet
• Born in France

• One of the main founders 
of French Impressionist 
Painting Movement.

• The term “Impressionism” 
was picked up from the 
title of Monet’s painting 
Impression, Soeil Levant 
(Impression Sunrise,”) which 
was exhibited in 1874.

Impression, Soeil Levant, 1874

“My only merit lies 
in having painted 
directly in front of 
nature, seeking to 
render my 
impressions of the 
most fleeting 
effects.”
—Claude Monet
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When Monet was young what do you 
think his favorite thing was to draw?

CartoonsBunnies Flowers
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The Young Monet
 Monet became known for the funny 

drawings he did (caricatures) of 
people in town. His drawings earned 
him money and made him very 
popular. He was noticed by an artist 
Eugene Boudin a man that became a 
mentor to Monet.

 His mom supported his love of drawing 
and art, but his dad wanted him to 
follow in his footsteps and be a 
businessman.

c1855-6 “Caricature of a Man with a Large Nose”
Graphite on paper 25 x 15 cm
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Boudin introduced Monet to plein air 
landscape painting (painting outdoors.)

He had a hard time sitting in class and 
preferred to be outside, so it was 
perfect for Monet.
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Friends & Struggles
 Monet was surrounded by painters 

that he creatively connected to: 
Renoir, Pissarro, Sisley and Bazille.

 Even though his work was 
accepted into a huge annual art 
show at the Salon in Paris in 1865, 
he still struggled to make a living 
as an artist.

“The Lady in the Green Dress,”
1866, oil paint
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Monet married Camille Doncieux
whom he painted many times.

“The Promenade, Woman with a Parasol,”
1875, oil paint

Impressionistic paintings 
appeared to the public as 
if they were unfinished or 
sketch-like.

Year 2 - Claude Monet

A Successful Artist
 Monet painted a famous series 

between 1892-1894 was of the 
Rouen Cathedral in Northern 
France.

 He did different paintings of the 
same building in morning light, 
midday, gray weather and more; 
this repetition was because Monet 
thought painting the changing 
light was cool.

“I would like to paint as the bird sings.”
—Claude Monet
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Monet –
The Later Years
 When Monet was in his 70’s 

he started to lose his 
eyesight. He was very sad 
but kept painting.

 Many of his later paintings 
were of his extraordinary 
gardens at his home in 
Giverny (which is now a 
museum that celebrates 
Monet’s life.)

“Water Lilies and the Japanese bridge,”
1879-99, oil paint
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Orangerie des Tuileries Project

Monet worked on this project for the last six years of his life. He made them 
very large so they would fill the walls of a special space in a museum. 

1920-1926
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Monet wanted the paintings 
to serve as a "haven of 
peaceful meditation.”
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“These landscapes 
of water and 
reflection have 
become an 
obsession for me. 
It is beyond my 
strength as an old 
man, and yet I 
want to render 
what I feel.” 

—Claude Monet
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Put your 
name on 

your paper
Art Fundamentals:
• Variety
• Layering
• Art history - Impressionism

Art Supplies:
• 5.5” x 8.5” Cardstock 
• Pencil & eraser 
• Crayons

Today’s 
Project

LIGHTLY Draw three ovals of different sizes, the 
largest being near the bottom of the page.

Step 1
Step 2

Add little V shapes like above which make 
the lily pads more realistic.

LIGHTLY Draw the flowers on the lily pads.

Step 3

Create movement in the water by drawing 
ripples, waves or swirls.

Step 4

LIGHTLY draw ovals in the water. The ovals can 
become light and dark parts in the water.

Step 5

Erase the lines  on the lily pad in front 
of the V shapes you drew. Erase the 
lines going through the flowers.

Step 6 Time to color
There are a lot of ways to 
create depth and dimension 
with crayons by playing with 
light and dark colors. 

Don’t press too hard because 
that may break a crayon. 

COLORING TIP#1: Outline the 
areas before coloring them in. 
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Variety
Notice that the lily pads and flowers are different color combinations. 

The water

Use the darker blue around the lily 
pads and the ovals in the water to 
make the lily pads pop off the 
page. Then add green and light 
blue to finish the piece.

Sources Biography of Claude Monet
http://www.biography.com/people/claude-monet-9411771

Caricature information
http://poulwebb.blogspot.com/2011/12/cluade-monet-caricatures.html

Image of the Water Lilies Bridge and Water Lilies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claude_Monet#/media/File:Water-Lilies-and-Japanese-Bridge-
%281897-1899%29-Monet.jpg

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_Lilies#/media/File:Claude_Monet_038.jpg
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Stay Curious!
Rachel Allen Dillon

www.RachelDillon.com
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